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f I Wilt? WORLD OUTSIDE
By HAROLD MacGRATH

Thrilling story ttl a right for $7,000,000 anJ a beau'tiful girl'e levo
by the muther of "The Mmn en the Bem," "Luck of the Irish," etc.
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"I Despise the Benis I Sing"

repented it half a town times
without comprehending much of

anything she said, his irenic mood

, sensing that the word would be a fitting
answer te whatever the girl had te say,
all the while watching Nancy and the
man who was without nny talent. Craig
had reseated himself at the piano and
Nancy leaned against the side.

'Yeu play wonderfully," ehe said.

1 didn't knew. What was that Inst?
Something by Grieg, but I've forget- -

ten."
'The Old Mether.' " Softly Craig

began te run through the composition.
"Can't you see her, by the fireplace,
a thin flre under the kettle? Ilcr man
l. .1n.l nn1 nil Imp KOI1S liaVC C0I1C. OHO

Is alone. The old mother, forget there
among the ruins of her dreams. The

J oil mntlian Ynll lflVfi IllUSlC?

"Yes. That Is why I despise the
songs I sing." She could tell Craig the
secret, offhand, la this manner; but
he could net tell Mannheim !

"Somehow I understood that. New,
I wonder if I am going te offend you?
I have mnde an appointment for you
with Sorrenttne at 2 o'clock tomorrow.
.Will you go?"

The nnclent suspicion flashed into
her mind thnt favors hnd te be paid
for. But Sorrentlne, the famed im-

presario, n disinterested judge; te
knew one way or the ether!

"Yeu nre net offended?" he re- -

PMtl- -

"Ne. I am rather stunned. He
seldom bothers with any but these who
hive mere or less arrived."

"lie Is an old friend of mine, and he
will give you half an hour. We met
frequently in Italy eftcr I had com-
pleted my studies in Munich. lie will
tell )ou truthfully whether or net you
have a veico suited te grand opera. Yeu
have a well trained voice us it Is, and
you knew very well hew te use it. He
was quite pleased tonight, though he
knew that jour voice rcnlly had no
chance with that style of music."

"He was In the theatre tonight?"
"Yes; but he had te leave after the

first act. I nm te telephone hiut in the
morning."

"It is lcry kind of you. I will be
there. Rut you mustn't de anything
mere for me in thsl way. it em-
barrasses mc, for I cannot make utiy
return."

i' "is it because I sometimes drink? '
W he asked, unexpectedly.
V "Why

"Supposing I gnve ;ieu my word never
te touch the btuff nguiu; would you be
glad?''

"Of course I wenld--a- s nny geed
woman would be. Yeu are n distill
gulfcbed mini: you possess u great gift."

"Hut what can I de with it? I am
a rich man. I urn net selfish; only,
there are se few who xyeuld understand
the kind of music I play thnt I rarely
de what I did tonight. T thought per-
haps you might undeistniid."

"Yeu told me you hed no talent,"
said a volce from behind them.

I Nancy was positively glad te see
siunamg at tier slieuder. for

the conversation between her and Craig
--.a Hearing miner iningereus ground.

Craig smiled. If the interruption
annoyed him, he did net show it. "I
meant that I had no public talent. Yeu
enjoy music?

"Very much. It reuses nil thnt Is
best lu me; makes me want te go forth
and commit some Bublime felly. In the
ii Tj1,aK l nme from there is nn

old maid who plays the church organ.
I used te blew for her. After rehearsals
sne would play for mc Hach, Keethe-T- n,

Mendelssohn. I used te go heratta a dream thnt lasted for hours. Butthere is something in your music thutbs never in hers."
'"Thank you. Wlhnt is in my music
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bade them geed-nig- ht it their doers andsought his own.
Te find it slightly njnr. He remem-

bered clearly of having locked it before
going out. He flung it wide, reached in
a hand, and turned the light button.
He made two important discoveries.
First, that the contract with the Great
Adventure Company was no longer in
the bureau drawer; second, thnt his
trunk lock had been broken and thnt
the prospectus, the photograph of Bell-
man and the synopsis of his adven-
tures had vanished along with the con
tract i

First bleed, Bancroft admitted grimly.
Stewart for the purloiner could be
none ether taking ndvnntnge of his
regular absences at night, had struck
with unexpected swiftness and from nn
unsuspected .nngle, almost an If he hnd
been assured of his, Bancroft's inten-
tion te deposit the documents in the
brink en the morrow and had antlci- -

the possibility of such a move,
e here he wub, without a Hue te prove

thnt he hnd entered Inte nny agreement
with the Great Adventure Company,
with nothing te prevo thut such a con-
cern even existed.

Stewart must net And the copy of
that affidavit in which he, Bancroft,
had sworn thnt if he signed nny docu-
ment it would be through physicnl or
moral coercion, and yet he must keep
it about his person, handily. At length
he found an excellent hiding place be-
tween the ribbon and the felt of his hat.
He had a feeling that this document
was the only trump he held. Hew he
would come te the use of it lay in the
future.

Buncreft went te bed and fell into a
series of troubled dreams. Whenever
his father's fnce Intruded there was
calm ; whenever Stewart's, stress nnd
storm, with Nnncy's fnce and Jenny's
and Craig's oddly cutting in.

Promptly nt 2 o'clock that afternoon
Nancy appeared before the doer te

apartment. She did net press
the bell nt once, but stared with iron-
ical speculation at the dark panels, as
If she expect el that them would ap-
pear, summoned by the sheer force of
her will, some handwriting touching
upon the immediate future.

Of what breed was she n thorough-
bred or a whlner? If there wnu n blew
in there, would she come forth stand-
ing or crushed?

'r.e doer opened. She did net remem-
ber having touched the bell.

"I am Miss Bewman," she mnnnged
te sny. "I have nn appointment."

The Italian manservant bowed nnd
gestured for her te cuter, lie led her
toward the music room, nnd Sorren-
tleo himself met her warmly at the
threshold.

"Ah ! A young lady who Is prompt !"
Iip He spekp Knglih fluently.
His roving professional glance took in
the slender but rounded body, the rud-
dy huir, and the golden skin, the splen-
did hazel eyes: u young Yielettu. That
she could net vivaciously, that she
was lively nnd bewitching, he already
knew. What he particularly admired
was the lack of theatrical ussurutiee.
She was net flustered, but she wns
evidently anxious. "Where is your
music tne compositions you wish te
sing te me?"

"I am going te leave that te you,
signer," the answered lu excellent
Italian.

"Slgnerinn, you please me," he said
In his Jintivc tongue. "Come into the
piano."

The top of the piano wns littered with
the scores of all the fumeu" operas, and
out of this medley Sorrentlne selected
two songs which he wus tolerably cer-
tain she would knew from "Martlm"
and "Linda di Chnmeuni." He tried
her in comedy nnd tragedy ; h gave her
voice every possible opportunity; what
is mer he gnve her a full hour.

T.'ftnlte!" he cried nt lust, dismiss-
ing the tit cempanlst. "My iriend, the
Slgner Craig who should be n famous
pintiist tela me that you would want
the truth, stgnerlnu. I)e you?"

Net n (iranil Oprra Voice
"Yes. If my endeavors nre being

wasted I ought te be made aware of
it."

"Your voice is wonderful for the
work te which you new apply It. It
Is clear, true and sweet. Yeu are n
born comedienne, slgnerinn, just as a
grand opera alncer is born. All the
study and application lu the world will
net mnue et you wlmt eti nre net.
First of nil, endurance, mi iron will
and nn Iren body. In n little time veti
will be rich nnd famous. Make them
give you light opera with real music."

"The truth, Flgner!" she interrupt-
ed, net understanding whither these
compliments were leading.

But Snrrontine continued serenely.
"I am giving jeu the benefit of my
observation and experience, signerlna,
I repeat, in light opera you will be-
come irresistible. Yeu nre new the lark
in the meadows, whellv free. Whjq
seeK te neceme tne nigntingnie ana live
eternally in a cage, In four of drafts,
the rain, the snow, the temperature of
rooms, the pleasant little vices of the
table? Te study always, te be sub-
jected te implacable jealousies! Ah,
believe one who knows, the diva is
never se huppy nnd carefree ns the
soubrette."

"Tell me what I lack, signer."
"Your voice Is beautiful, but weak.

There nre many beautiful voices, but
only n few threats which can meet
the tremendous calls made upon them.
The grand opera threat is peculiarly
n gift from heaven; it cannot be fash-
ioned by study. Yeu might go a little
way, In miner parts, but In the end
ycur cournge would ebb and your heart
break. Hew many women nre con-
spicuously Brent in grand opera? Yeu
can count them en the fingera of one
bend. Five out of an army of half
a million 1 It is easy te lie. it is dlffi.
cult te tell the truth; but I am what
1 am Decause i nave always told the
truth. Had I net seen ynu last night
I would have told you the truth after
the first song, perhaps roughly. But
you made me laugh last night, and I
owed you remethlnx for thnt. But
you!" He laughed plensantly. "Ah!
Te sing uh jeu de, nnd te make your
audience laugh ! What mere de you
wish?" Then, crnvely : "Who set you
upon this path? Yeu interest me."

"Mv ndentcd father."
"He was n musician?"
"Yes, a vocal teacher."
"What ether teachers?"
She named them.
"Goed," he said. "Yeu have been

well instructed in the cultivation of
your voice, but you have been mis-
directed ns te its possibilities."

"All my study, all my self-deni- al

"Ne, no," he interrupted, Intuitively
taking the word out et her mouth;
"never wasted. Ne study is wasted;
no hard work ia useless. Hew old are
yen?"

"Twenty."
"Only twenty, and fame and fortune

within your reach! Signerlna, you de
net realise hew lucky you are. If, inyour particular environment, you ran
make n crabbed old mnu like me laugh,
you will mnke me weep if I fail te
convlnce you of the felly of deserting
the nbselute for n vague possibility.

Suddenly a vnst indifference fell upon
Nancy. "I thnnk you, signer, for your
kindness and your patience,''

He kissed her hand gallintly as he
led her te the doer,
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